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I know nut, I ask not if guilt's in that heart,
1 hut know that I love thee, whatever thou art.

Moore.

Whether the wild scenes of a frontier
life have a tendency to excite a spirit of
lawless adventure, or whether a defective
administration of justice enticed thither
the outcasts of other communities, cer
tain it is, that in the earlv settlement of
the western states, each in succession
was infested by marauders quite ns de-

praved and reckless as ever brandished a
stiletto, or handled a carbine in die moun-
tain passes of Italy. When a robbery or
murder was committed by these despera-
does, the settles collected rn massr, un-

der the name of "llegultitora," to inflict
summary punishment. Frequently the
gang, w hen hotly pursued, retread d to
one of the caves in the bluffs that border
upon our western rivers, and there de-

fended themselves to the last extremity.
Quarter they neither asked nor received.
When any of the brigands were captured,
they were immediately shot, or suspend-
ed from the branches of the nearest tree.

Long after Kentucky and Ohio ceased
to be frontier states, and the strong arm
of the law rendered hopeless any attempt
at plunder, these banditti reappeared on
the banks of the Illinois, committing their
accustomed depredations upon the few
and feeble settlements of that frontier.

The last robbery eommited in tiiis re-

gion by an org.vnizrd baud, occurred in

the spring of IS 18, and gave rise to an
cvant of thrilling interest.

Clifton is situated on the east side of
the Illinois, at the base of a high range of
bluffs, about forty miles above the conflu-

ence of that river with the .Mississippi.
This settlement derived its name from
Major Clifton, an English gentleman
of great wealth, who emigrated to the
United States in 1810, and settled at this
place. 1 1 is family consisted of daughter
of fifteen, a son much younger, and eight
Or ten servants nml laborers. Several me-

chanics, with their wives and childien, ac-

companied him from England. At that
period, this region was uninhabited, and
the land had not been offered for sale.
To obviate the latter inconvenience, Ma-

jor Clifton purchased a large amount of
what arc still known as "floating claim"
ready to "locate" them on the tract he
had selected, whenever it should come
into market. The building lie erected,
the extensive agricultural and other im-

provements that he planned ; but more
than all, the exaggerated reports of his
wealth and liberality, dtcw thither emi-
grants from all quarters. In two years
nearly a hundred families had settled
within five miles of his residence.

Early in May, 1818, a gang of villains
who had long been prowling about the
vicinity, taking advantage of a dark and
stormy night, stole many of the horses
of the settlers, and (led. The robbers
failed not to levy their tribute of "black
mail" rather heavily upon Major Clifton.
A horse of great value which ho had im-

ported from England was among the miss-
ing. The loss of this animal aroused his
ire more than twice the amount in any
other kind of property would have done,
for he was excessively vain of the animal,
and conscious that more than one of the
neighbors would secretly rejoice at his
disappointment.

At an early hour in the morning the
news of the robbery was known through-
out the settlement, and the citizens soon
after assembled at Major Clifton's to con-

sult upon the measures they should adopt.
Their deliberations were brief. Wailing
only t.i partake of a hastily provided
breakfast, Major Clifton, breathing threats
of vengeance, mounted a horse and put
himself at the head of a well armed baud
of his neighbors. In an hour they disco-
vered the trail of the hones, and rapidly
pursued it to the ferry on tin- - Illinois.
Here they found, to their mortification,
that the robbers had crossed the river un-

discovered, and then, to delay pursuit,
sunk the boat. No oilier boat could be
procured within the distance of thirty
miles. From the appearance of the traii,
the robbery was committed in the early
part of the night, as the tracks of the hor-

ses were partly obliterated by the heavy
rain that had subsequently fallen. Farther
attempts to overtake them were regarded
as hopeless, and the settlers bent their
way homeward, moro indignant at having
been foiled of their meditated revenge,
than at the loss of their property. With
their passion tints excited, the current of
their vengeanco was easily turned upon a

new object.
About two montlis bcfore, a young Vir

ginian, of prepossessing manners, arrived
in the settlement and took lodgings at an
humble cabin about five miles from Major
Clifton's. On his arrival ho spoke of re-

maining but a single day, yet, without as

signing any reason for the change in his
determination, lingered there, week sifter
week. The family where he lodged was
quite willing that he should remain there
any length ol time he might please to stay.
He paid liberally for Ids board more
than twice as much as they demanded,
and always in advance. His gentleman-
ly deportment, the cheerfulness with
which he accommodated himself to their
humble condition, his anxiety to avoid
giving unnecessary trouble, excited in the
minds of the whole family a warm inte-

rest in his favor. Since his arrival, his
manners, in some respects, had under-

gone a striking change. His countenance
indicated a heart ill at ease. It was evi-

dent that his thoughts were distant from
the objects before him. his steps were
troubled, ,nd hours were daily passed in
solitude.

It could not be expected that a stranger
of genteel address, who rode an elegant
Morse, wo.e a gold wateii, and was pro-

fusely supplied with cash, could remain
for two months in a frontier settlement,
without any ostensible business, and not
excite suspicious to las disadvantage.
Young Elwood was not ignorant of the
rumors that were abroad, but disregarded
hem. Attempts were made, sometimes
y direct, but more frequently by artful

questions, to draw fiom him the oluect ol
bis long sojourn in the settlement. When

10 interrogator was a simple honest heart
ed fellow, who was influenced onlv bv
insatiable curiosity, Elwood, with an air
of profound mystery, took him aside, and
under the promise of inviolable sceresy,
gravely whispered into his ear a story so
ludicrous and improbable, that when re-

peated, as it alway was, the poor fellow
who enacted the part of Raul Fry, was
known to have been cgrcgiously quizzed.
I'o questioners of a difl'ereut class he re
plied only with a look of indignant con- -

mpt. This course, in a short time ef
fectually secured him from any further
annoyance of that kind, but his unwilling
ness to disclose the nature of his business
confirmed the. suspicions that already cx- -

biod. All ibis, however, made but a
faint and momentary impression upon the
mind of Elwood. lie read, wrote, and
took his solitary walks, forgetful that any
dark suspicions rested upon his charac
ter.

With the people of the settlement he
ivoided, as much as possible, till inter
course. Uncc only lie called upon .japr
Clifton, with the intention of cultivating
his acquaintance, but was received in a

manner so haughty and repulsive that he
felt no inclination to renew the attempt.

This was the young man about whom
the "Regulators" now held a consultation.
Many circumstances conspired to fasten
upon him the suspicion of being connect
ed with the robbery. He had appointed
that very dav for his departure, and made
every preparation for that purpose. A

laborer of Major Clifton's of the name of
Martin, who formed one of the party that
pursued the lobhcrs, now recollected that
lie had seen Elwood on the night ol the
robbry lurking near the dwelling of his
employer, These facts, and many others
that were adduced, removed every doubt
of his guilt. The evidence against him
was at least sufficient to decide his fate.
It was unanimously resolved to arraign
him. on the afternoon of that day, before
a tribunal of Regulators, and it hardly
need be added that his immediate execu-

tion was to follow his conviction. Major
Clifton volunteered bis services to appre
hend h i in .

When the news of the robbery reached
Mr. Fell, the man at whose house Elwood
lodged, he foresaw at once the imminent
danger in which his young boarder would
be piaecd, and advised him to flee instant-
ly. To his astonishment, alun.igli El
wood had appointed that very morning
for his departure, he declared his intention
of remaining while a shade of suspicion
rested upon him. Fell earnestly entreat-

ed him not to brave the vengeance of an
exasperated band of "Regulators," who
would not fail of connecting him with the

robbery, lie replied with energy, that
nothing could induce him to flee and thus
confirm suspicions so fatal to his reputa-

tion ; that whatever might be the conse-

quences of his continuing in the settle-

ment, he would meet them.
Finding his entreaties of no avail, Mr.

Fell left him and joined the party that
assembled that morning at the house of
Major Clifton.

When the Regulators had separated,
Major Clifton, accompanied by Martin,
rode leisurely homeward, with the inten-

tion of procuring the aid of one of his scr
vants, and then of proceeding to Fell's
for the purpose of capturing El wood, and
bringing him a prisoner to his own house,
there to undergo the formality of a trial.
As tticv rode slowly along, Martin com
mented loquaciously upon the events of
the day, to which Major Clifton occasion
ally replied grnflly, that indicated how lit
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tie satisfactory to him was the escape of
the robbers. About a mile from Clifton's,
at a point where the road from the high-

lands to the prairie, passed through a nar-

row ravine of the blutf, they suddenly en-

countered Elwood. This meeting was
unexpected, and both parlies reined up
their horses and for a moment gazed at
each other in silence. Major Clifton, re-

covering from his surprise at this sudden
encounter, poured out upon Elwood a tor-

rent of invective, and ordered him to sur-

render. The young man calmly replied,
that he was not only willing to make any
explanation to Major Clifton alone, but
was even then on the way to his house,
for the purpose of laying before him let-

ters and other papers that would convince
the most incredulous that his character
was above reproach, and his family of the
first respectability, but would never be ta-

ken alive before a tribunal
of Regulators. "SttrrcnJcr instantly,
you riHain, or I will shoot "''," was
the reply of Clifton. This threat, uttered
in a loud and vehement t one, aroused, at

once, the spirit of Elwood. Till that mo
ment he had been calm and forbraring in
his language and demeanor. His coun
tenance was now flushed. "Major Clif-

ton," said he, "nothing can provoke me
to offer either insult or injury to ion, but
if that cowardly slave of yours, who is

striving to earn your favor by playing the
braggart, dares but to raise a weapon

against me as lie threatens, 1 shad cilec-tuall- y

convince you both that I knew well
how to defend myself." No sooner were
these words uttered than Clifton, stung
to the quick at being treated with what he
regarded as affected and insulting forbear
ance, elevated b.is rifle anil fired. Elwood,
who held the reins of his bridle in bis
left hand, suddenly dropp',1 them. Clif
ton's shot had taken effect in his left arm,
which now hung powerless and broken
bv his At the sound of his rifle the
Major's horse gave a udden spring and
threw his rider. In a moment Major
Clifton was again, upon his fee!, calling
loudly upon Martin to lire. The latter
was preparing to obey, and had already
raised his rifle to his shoulder, when Ill- -

wood drew a pistol, and hardly had the

su:i gleamed upon the ought narrcl, hetorc
Martin fell. The ball passed through his
head, and he ceased to breathe almost in

stantaneously. " I he btood ol this man
upon your own head, Major Chiton,

and not upon mine. raving tins, i.i- -

wood put spurs to Ids horse and left him.
When the excitement of the contest

was over, this unfortunate young man saw
clearly the abyss into which he was
plunged. The whole country would be

shortly in pursuit of him. With his arm
broken and bleeding, his capture was ine-

vitable, and death and ignominy equally
certain.

Despairing of escape, thoughts of sui
cide came over him, but the love of life
soon returned, and inspired .him with a

determination to exert every faculty of ho

ly and mind to avoid the fate that await
ed him. Stopping his horse at a lonely
spot near the bluff, ho dismounted, took
olf his saddle and bridle, and turned him
loose, saying, "go, poor Selim, you at

least have been a true and faithful Iricnd
tome." This spirited but alleetinna'.c ani-

mal followed his ina-'!- er several rods, and
rubbing his head gently against him, in

vited Elwood to bestow upon Inni the ca
resses lie had long been accustomed to re-

ceive.
This proof of affection from a brute,

when every human being seemed leagued
against him, affected Elwood even to

tears.
Major Clifton arrived at home, burning

with wrath, and in an hour his own ver
sion of the rencontre and the death of
Martin, had flown through the settlement.
In ihe laugus'gc of the w est, "the frontier
wan ?." The excitement was fearfully
great, and it hardly needed the oiler of a

reward, by Major Clifton, of live hundred
ollars for Etwood or his head, to give it

intensity, hong tielore night, more than
a hundred men were in eaceh of the
wounded Outlaw For two days the pur
suit was incessant, l.very place thai
could afford concealment was repeatedly

rie, and repeated attempts were made to

take him, but the noble animal, so gent
his would sutler no one else to

approach near him. The belief now pre-

vailed that he had by descending
and the fact that a skill' had

disappeared from the ferry on the night
the encounter, confirmed it beyond

a doubt. Farther pursuit abandoned,
and the settlers resumed accustomed
avocations.

On the afternoon the third day, Ca

lharine Clifton indulging in Iter f.i
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vorite amusement of riding over the prai
rie. Everv thing around breathed of
spring, and she was tempted extend
her ramble much farther than usual.
When she observed a cluster of flowers
of uncommon beauty, she would spring
to the "round, gather them, ami deck the

of her pony, or twine them in her
own dark ringlets. The carols of the
mocking bird, whose songs she frequent-
ly interrupted, were less joyous than the
strains of melody that gushed from her
very heart as she over the ter-dan- !

plain.
She had strayed more than three miles

from home, when suddenly a young man
ro-- c e; directly before her from a clump
of dry griss that had effectually conceal-
ed him. At tliis unexpected apparition,
Miss Clifton utiered a wild scream, and
for a moment terror deprix ed her of the
power of night. It was the young Out-
law up, in whose head a price was set by
her His broken arm hung in a
sling, his clothes were stained with blood,
and want and .suiiering were depicted on
iiis palid and haggard countenance. "Miss
Clifton, be not alarmed," said he, "I am
a wronged and persecuted man, but I am

incapable of injuring a human being, even
in thought. You have discovered my
place of concealment, am! all further at-- j

tempts to escape are hopeless. 1 will go
immediately and suriemier my sell to your
f uller. I know well the consequences of
falling into his power. lJelorc this day's
Mil) has set I shall he hung, and then
thrown into my grave like a dead dog.
Hut I will go. Jt will cheer me even in
my last moments, when every eye is

turned upon i;ie in hate, to know that
you, am! not the remorseless ruffians who
have pursued nie, discovered my place of
concealment." The respectful, but ear-

nest, thrilling tone in which this was ut-

tered ; the deadly paleness of his lofty
forelu 'id, and still more the consciousness
that the life of the young Outlaw was in

her power, awakened in her In-ar- t the
deepest emotions. Fnwiiling to betray
the interest he had excited in her bosom,
she tiiicctcd a severity of manner little in

accordance with her real feelings. "My
father is a stem man," replied flic, "but
not unjurt. If you are indeed innocent,
as you pretend ; if you are not leagued
with the robbers, why did you remain so
long in the rettleinent without being able
to assign any motive for your stay ; and
why, above all, were you seen, on the
night of the robbery, lurking near my fa-

ther's house?" Elwood heard these for-

midable charges v, ith a painful eotiweiion
that any attempt to vindicate himscll
would be unavailing. A deeper shade of

melancholy came over his pale features,
and he would cheerfully have given even
life itself, to have been able to convince
the fair being before him, that he was in-

nocent. A pow erful conflict was evident-

ly going on in the mind of the Outlaw,
and Mi.-- Clifton became agitated with
vague and indefinable fears for her own
safely, notwithstanding the characters of
honor and truili so legibly written on his
manly forehead. Elwood saw tin; unfa-

vorable impression which his agitation of

mind had made, and iiiManty that
he would explain to her, frankly, and
without concealment, the mystery in

which bis conduct was involved. Willi
a powerful but ain effort to control bis
emotions, he addressed her: "Miss Clif-

ton, iislen to me while I disclose to you
the secret ef my long residence here :

Neither the fr;-- of death nor the deep ob-

loquy that will fon.vrr ivst upon my me-

mory, could have wrung from me this fa-

tal secret. I had resolved that it should
perish with me, but this uierpc.t'.cd in-

terview has shaken my resolution. I can-

not endure the thought that when I am
sleeping in the grave to which in a few

hours I shall be consigned, you too should
deem me the illain I am represented to

be. histen my disclosure. I came to

this settlement wil'i the intention of re-

maining only one day, but that day chang-

ed the whole current of my existence.
You, M .si Clifton, m ty have forgotten
your aci idental visit at Fcllb cur intro-

duction and In ief iuViview, but your
looks, our air and manner, your everv

was to me a cheerless waste. At length
1 called upon your I uher lor the purpose
of placing in his hands letters of introduc-

tion that would convince him of my own
and the high standing in tr

of-th- e IV.ni'ilv which I belong. I

sought his acquaintance with the '.nlei'.tien

of asking him for your baud. 1 need not
tell von witli what insulting haughtiness
my first and only altvtnpt to form an ac- -

quaintancc with him was repul-e- d. My
fondest hopes were crushed, yet I still
lingered in the rctllcment, promising my

visited. A night watch was stationed on word, is indelibly traced upon my meuio-th- c

prairie, and at eveiy accessible point! ry. From that hour 1 seemed to have

of the bluff. To the disappointment and lost the power of volition. I w:n unable

mortification of the settlers, not the slight.- - to tear in self away from a place that enn-c- st

trace of the fugitive was discovered, tained all that rendered life rndurable.
His horse was seen grazing upon the prai- - the settlement of Clifton the world
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self every day that on the morrow I would
depart ; yet when the morrow came, I

wanted resolution to return again lo a
world where existence would be aimless,
hopeless. The morning after the robbery
I had appointed for my final departure,
and made every arrangement for that pur-
pose. At evening 1 lingered, for hours,
near your dwelling, with tlte hope that 1

might gaze upon you once moic before I

left the settlement forever."
Such was tile explanation of Elwood,

every word of which traced itself in burn-
ing characters upon her heart. Her face
became deadly pale and she scarcely
breathed. Elwood placed in her hand an
attestation of Ids character from a distin-
guished Virginian whose name is known
and respected by every American. She
received the open paper mechanically and
gazed intently upon the writing, but the
words made not the slightest impression
upon her mind. Every thought, every
faculty of her soul was absorbed in the
single idea, that she was loved, devotedly,
madly loved by the pale and interesting
young Outlaw who for her had perilled
honor and life. The voice of Elwood
awoke her to consciousness. Raising her
eyes from the paper she gazed upon the
pale emaciated countenance of Elwood
and burst into tears. She wept aloud
and made no effort to restrain her emo
tions.

At an early age, death had deprived
Miss Clifton of the guardian care of a
mother. Such a loss is ev er an irreparable
one to a daughter. To Catharine it was
no ordinary calamity. Her father was
indeed proud of his only daughter as he
was of every thing else that belonged to

him. and as far as his stern ratine would
permit, aifectionate, yet lie knew little
how lo enter into the feelings of a warm-
hearted girl, or win her confidence.

With the servants of the family, or the
illiterate girls of the settlement, she could
feel no companionship; and having none
w ith whom she could share her thoughts
and affections, much of her time was pas-

sed in comparative solitude, either in her
father's library in tending her flowers
and shrubbery, or in rambling alone
among the wild and romantic sccnciy of
the neighborhood. She resembled one
of those ideal forms of loveliness that
visited the walking dreams of Tasso, and
might well have inspired the exclamation
of the enraptured bard :

oiir our aii.th.n 1 i your nn in
Arc Mieli ns are nl' ,iiii;r!

Her air and manner were those of joy-ousni- ss

and guileless innocence, hut in

the olume of her dark blue eye might Inn-

-ad of a heart untouched, but w hose love
when once awakened, would be ardent,
passionate, devoted, and bear upon it the
seal of sterility.

Such was Catharine Clifton, hardly
vet seventeen, as she listen-- to the con-

fession of the young Outlaw. She had
seen him at Fell's and subsequently at

her father's, but his appearance and man-- 1

iters made only a faint impression upon
her mini!. She had nearly forgotten him,
w hen the robbery and death of .Martin by
his hand made him the subject of engros-

sing interest to the whole settlement.
The story of her f.tlier left not a doubt

in her mind of the guilt of Elwood, yet
she secretly njoieed that he had i scaped
the inedilatcd vengeance of the Regula-

tors, hittle did she dream thai she, her-

self would discover the place of his con-

cealment, and, least of all that she should
listen to the impassioned, thrilling con-

fession which she had just heard. Una-

ware of the nature of the emotions that
agitated the boom of the weeping girl,
and asTibipg them to her . vicious ol

his guilt, and fears for her own safety,
Flwood mildly, but firmly repeated his
intention of surrendering himself imme-

diately to her father. Miss Clifton ans-

wered him with a look of reproach that
left him in no doubt of the powerful sym-

pathy his confession had awakened.
With a trembling voice she premised to

conceal in her own bosom that she had
discovered the place of his concealment,
and. urged him to dv, instantly, and re-

turn again to his distant home. "Es-
cape is impossible," replied Elwood.
"Wounded, parishiug, beset on evi ry
side by those who seek my life, not a

chance of escape is left me. liven could
I succeed in eluding the wak fid vigilant e

of my enemies, existence would be but a

lingering death il of you. No, 1

had rather inert my fate at once." A

moment's reflection convinced Miss Clif-

ton thai lligfil ofl'ered no hope lo Elwood.
Weak front the lo: s of blood, and having

tasted food for tin

immediate relic aloiu could si'.v
front perishing.

In one id' her lonely ramble along tbi

rati"i: of hills immediately behind tin

perpendicular wall of rock that forms the

lilull, she had discovered ihe entrance ot

a cavern, effectually concealed by a thick
oV underwood. Following the
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obscuie and narrow entrance of this cave,
she found thr.t nfter winding alonr for
some rods, il expanded into a spacious
room and then terminated in r.n opening
at an inaccessible height on the face of
the Illuif. With her. head averted arid
ciiinsoned with blushes, she informed the
young Outlaw of this cavern, and propos-
ed that lie should remain in his present
retreat Mil a late hour at night and then
repair to a well known tree near her
father's house, when, she would meet
him, and conduct him to the cave, where
lie would be secure. Without waiting
for his reply, she turned the head of her
horse in the direction of home and bound-

ed rapidly over the smooth green prairie.
Once, when at a distance from the place
of their interview, she looked balk, and
seeing El wood still standing on ihe same
spot, she beckoned to him to conceal
himself, and then pursued her way home-

ward.
Had she asked herself with what ob-

ject she proposed to conduct him to the
cavern, she would have answered, "to
save the life of an injured, persecuted
fellow beiii."

lieyond the present moment she hard-
ly extended a thought. Every faculty of
her mind was concentrated upon the sin-

gle idea that the life of the Outlaw, de-

pended solely upon her. Fortunately for
Catharine, on her return home, Major
Clifton was employed in his library, and
conKary to his usual custom, on that eve-

ning retired early to rest. For the first
time in her life, Miss Clifton avoided the
presence of her father. She shrink ev en
from the eyes of the servants, for it seem
ed lo her excited imagination that they
might easily read in her deep blushes,
and confusion, the secret upon w hich her
own happiness as well as the life of El
wood depended.

Weak from suifering, exhausted with

mi rpov. i ring (motions, the young Out
law threw hi'oself on'-- c more upon his
grassy couch, to await the hour of night,
when he should repair to the place ap-

pointed for his meeting with Catherine.
Hut an hour since and every object around
bun wore llit: dark hue of despair. Now,
all was changed. The smooth green
prairie, the long line of hhilfs with ilieir
towering chtls, seemed to his enraptured
fancy, glowing w ith the bright lines of
Paradise. Never before had lie beheld
with so much admiration ihe glorious
scene of sunset on the pianies. A dense
mass of clouds, of the deepest crirv. 'on,
bun;; like a cuilaiu along the wsicru
horizon. Slowly and ma;etirailv they
ro-- e higher in the heavens, and gradually
separating, assumed a thousand fantastic
shapes, of castles, tower.-- , islands, and
continents. As he gazed cpon this mov-

ing panorama, how anb niiy did be wi-- h

that these gorgeous forms were rad, and
that he and Catharine were the sole inha-

bitants of that bright region, where they
coiiid sail away oil' into the realms of un-

known space, and live only for each
other.

As the evening advanced, too impatient
to wait longer, with feeble steps he bent
bis way to the place of meeting. Arrived
at the well known spot, he listened anx-

iously to every sound, ami gazed intently
into t!u: surrounding darkness. The out-

line of Maj.,Clift"n's mansion was dimly
visible, but all its inmates bad apparently
retired to rest, lie waited long, and a
thousand fears began to torture bun, when
the signal light appeared at Catharine's
window, ami was instantly extinguished,
hi a few moments i:io-- e, her form was
seen approaching. Their meeting was
.lent, for both were too fearful of discov-

ery to inter a word, even in whisper.
She made a sign for him to follow her,
and conducted him, nearly half a mile, to
a narrow, but steep path that ascended
the Muff, pausing frequently lo listen.
The ascent was toilsome, and the Outlaw
was more than once compelled to rest.
Tliry reached the spot, and with difficul-

ty Miss Clifton discovered, in the deep
oiisr.iiiiv that concealed it, the entrance '

the cavern. In a low whisper she
hade Elwood take hold of her cloak, and

step cautiously. Continuing for some
distance along a narrow passage, ihe di-

rection of the cavern suddenly changed,
and in a few minutes more, MivsCiif'on,
t hr-el- follow eil by tin: Outlaw, groped
hei wav into a spaei 'tis chamber. ?t

vns the termination of their ,ou'. .icy

Setting uov.n a Milan bi:,lo tt u .'oe.'ii she
carried on her arm, C a;!la,i.;.- - slnn l; :

light, and som a lamp sent its dim rays
into the profound daikac-- s th-- r. Lpied

in this sih-- atn. rer.ih ring the lofty
roof and the walls but l';;:.;!y visible.

Far remote fr-o- the hung urn Id, at the

solt inn hour id' midnight, ihe mvuc around

llii'in was impr'vive, and vud calculated

hi inspire emotions, of awe. It was not
till then tint .Miss Clifton fully realized

bow completely she had placed her des-

tiny in the hands of a s'.iaugi r who was
regarded as a robber and a murderer, and


